FYBCOM Sem - 1
Bhartiya Knowledge System (BKYS)

Short Question- Answer

Write a short note on Nalanda Vidyapeeth.
slleiel [Qendls uR &s ol cwll.

Nalanda Vidyapeeth, also known as Nalanda University, was one of the greatest centers of
learning in ancient India. Established in the 5th century CE by Kumaragupta I of the Gupta
dynasty, it is considered the world’s first residential university. At its peak, Nalanda housed
over 10,000 students and 2,000 teachers who came from India as well as China, Korea,
Japan, Tibet, and Central Asia. Situated in present-day Bihar, Nalanda attracted scholars
and students from across India and abroad. The university offered education in diverse
fields such as philosophy, medicine, mathematics, astronomy, logic, grammar, Vedas and
Buddhist studies. Its vast library known as Dharma Gunj or “Mountain of Truth” or
“Treasure of Truth,” contained hundreds of thousands of manuscripts and was divided into
three great buildings — Ratnasagara (Sea of Jewels), Ratnodadhi (Ocean of Jewels), and
Ratnaranjaka (Jewel-Adorned). Great scholars like Aryabhatta, Dharmapala, Nagarjuna,
and Xuanzang (Hsiian-tsang) are associated with Nalanda. Though destroyed in the 12th
century by Bakhtiyar Khilji, Nalanda remains a symbol of India’s rich educational and
cultural heritage. Nalanda stands as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, symbolizing India’s
glorious intellectual past and has been revived in modern times as Nalanda University.
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Write a short note on Vikramshila Vidyapeeth.
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Vikramshila Vidyapeeth was an important center of Buddhist learning in ancient India,
established by King Dharmapala of the Pala dynasty in the late 8th century or early 9th
century CE. Located in present-day Bhagalpur district of Bihar, the university was built on
a hill overlooking the Ganga. It was founded to promote higher education in Buddhist
philosophy and Tantra, especially when Nalanda was declining. It had six large colleges,
more than a hundred teachers, and thousands of students from India and abroad.

The Vikramshila Vidyapeeth attracted scholars from different regions and had a well-
organized system with numerous monasteries and meditation halls. It specialized in Tantric
Buddhism and Vajrayana practices, and its curriculum included philosophy, grammar,
logic, metaphysics, medicine, and scriptures. It produced great teachers like Atisha
Dipankara, who later spread Buddhism to Tibet. Though destroyed in the 12th century by
invaders, Vikramshila remains a symbol of India’s rich educational and spiritual heritage.
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Explain the history of Indian education system.
cRcla Reatel yeudlol ssiy 1,

Education in India dates back to the Vedic period (1500-500 BCE). The system was based
on Gurukulas, where students lived with their teachers (gurus) and learned subjects like
the Vedas, philosophy, astronomy, grammar and mathematics. Famous learning centers
like Takshashila, Nalanda and Vikramshila attracted scholars from across the world.
Education focused on moral values, spiritual growth, self-discipline and practical skills.

During Medieval Period period, Islamic education was introduced through madrasas.
Different subjects were included like theology, law, Persian, Arabic, mathematics,
astronomy and literature.

The British introduced a Western-style education system in India during Colonial Period.
With Macaulay’s Minute on Education (1835), English became the medium of instruction.
The focus shifted to producing clerks and administrators for the colonial government.



After 1947, India aimed to create a democratic, secular, and modern education system. The
Radhakrishnan Commission (1948—-49), Kothari Commission (1964—66) and the National
Policy on Education (1968, 1986, 1992) emphasized universal education, vocational
training and scientific research.

The National Education Policy (NEP 2020) has brought transformative changes by
keeping emphasis on Indian languages and cultural values. It focuses on holistic and
multidisciplinary learning, skill development, digital education and flexibility.
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Discuss the way of life as a Bhartiya Knowledge System (BKS).
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The Bhartiya Knowledge System sees life as an integration of body, mind and soul. It
promotes a balanced lifestyle where material pursuits (artha, kama) are harmonized with
higher goals (dharma, moksha). Knowledge (Vidya) was not just for livelihood but for
self-realization and service to society. The Gurukul tradition emphasized discipline,
simplicity, practical learning through observation and participation.

The way of life was guided by dharma (righteousness). Truthfulness, non-violence,
compassion, hospitality, and respect for all beings were core values. Indian tradition
considered nature as sacred. Rivers, mountains, trees and animals were revered. Practices
like Ayurveda, Yoga and sustainable agriculture reflect a deep understanding of ecological
balance. Life was seen as a spiritual journey. Meditation, yoga, and devotion were integral
to daily routine. The aim was to cultivate inner peace, self-control and universal harmony.



Joint family system encouraged cooperation and sharing. Festivals and rituals strengthened
community bonds. Arts, music, and literature were seen as paths to express divinity and
creativity.
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The idea of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”.
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The idea of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” comes from the Maha Upanishad and means “The
whole world is one family.” It emphasizes universal brotherhood, compassion, and unity
beyond borders, religions, or cultures. Rooted in Bhartiya Knowledge System, it highlights
the idea that all human beings share the same divine essence (Atman). It teaches that
harmony, peace and cooperation are possible when we treat others as family.

The concept of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” encourages tolerance, inclusiveness and
respect for diversity. It inspires global cooperation, diplomacy and peaceful coexistence.
The idea of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” reminds us to care for nature as part of the same
universal family. It promotes values like kindness, empathy and service to humanity. In a
world facing conflicts, inequality and climate change, “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” inspires
global solidarity.
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Discuss knowledge traditions of glorious Bharat.
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The knowledge traditions of glorious Bharat (India) are among the world’s most ancient
and profound. They reflect the deep intellectual, spiritual and scientific pursuits of Indian
civilization. These traditions were not only about acquiring knowledge but also about
living a balanced, ethical and harmonious life.

The Vedas (Rigveda, Samaveda, Yajurveda, Atharvaveda) are the earliest records of
knowledge in Bharat. They contain hymns, philosophies, rituals, astronomy, mathematics,
and moral values. The Upanishads (Vedanta) focused on higher philosophy, metaphysics,
and self-realization.

The six classical schools of Indian philosophy namely, Nyaya, Vaisheshika, Samkhya,
Yoga, Mimamsa and Vedanta emphasized reasoning, logic and spiritual inquiry. Decimal
system, algebra, trigonometry, metallurgy, and town planning (Indus Valley) were
remarkable achievements. Gurukul system emphasized the holistic development—
physical, mental, spiritual. Nalanda, Takshashila, Vikramshila universities attracted global
scholars. Temple architecture, dharma, karma, yoga, sculpture, and classical music
traditions embody spiritual knowledge.

The knowledge traditions of Bharat are not limited to science or philosophy—they
integrate material progress with spiritual elevation. Rooted in the idea of harmony with
nature, respect for all beings and pursuit of truth, they remain relevant even today as
guiding lights for sustainable and meaningful living.
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Explain the Indian education system and its philosophy.
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The Indian education system, rooted in the Bharatiya Knowledge System, is a holistic and
ancient model that emphasizes the integration of spiritual, ethical and intellectual growth.
Its foundation lies in Vedic texts like the Vedas and Upanishads, which advocate both para
vidya (spiritual knowledge) and apara vidya (worldly knowledge). It includes disciplines
such as Ayurveda, Yoga, philosophy, arts and sciences. Learning traditionally occurred
through the Guru-Shishya tradition, focusing on inner transformation and moral values.
The system views education as a means to attain moksha (liberation), guided by the
principles of dharma, karma and self-realization, promoting harmony with nature and
society.

The Indian education system also reflects a profound respect for diversity in learning paths,
recognizing multiple approaches like devotion, knowledge, action and discipline. It
promotes the idea of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam—the world as one family—emphasizing
social harmony, environmental sustainability and collective well-being.
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Write a short note on-Realization of India’s Self.
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The realization of India’s self refers to reconnecting with its rich cultural, spiritual and
philosophical roots. India must rediscover its civilizational identity, rooted in values like
dharma, truth and universal well-being. This involves reviving indigenous knowledge
systems, traditional education methods and ethical worldviews. India's true self embraces
unity in diversity, environmental harmony and holistic development. Realizing India's self
is not about rejecting modernity but integrating timeless wisdom with contemporary needs
to shape a strong, self-aware and sustainable nation.



Realizing India’s self also means moving away from colonial mindsets that undermined
native knowledge and heritage. It calls for a conscious effort to understand India not just
as a political entity but as a cultural and spiritual civilization. This self-realization
empowers India to contribute uniquely to global challenges through its values of
compassion, non-violence, self-discipline and inner strength, fostering both national and
human progress.
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